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which were allowed to him, one only was beyond the Alps, thiee weie at Aquileia It was late in life foi him to begin the trade of a soldier, and as yet, with the exception of his early service in Asia, and a brief and limited campaign in Spam when pro-prgB-tor, he had no military experience at all His ambition hitherto had not pointed in that direction, nor is it likely that a person of so strong an undeistaiid-ing would have contemplated beforehand the deliberate undertaking of the gigantic war into which circumstances immediately forced him Yet he must have known that he had to deal with a problem of growing difficulty The danger to Italy fiom inroads across the Alps was perpetually befoie the minds of thoughtful Roman statesmen Events were at that moment taking place among the Gallic tubes which gave point to the geneial uneasiness And, unwilling as the Romans were to extend their frontiers and their responsibilities in a direction so unknown and so unpromising, yet some interference either by arms or by authority beyond those existing limits was being pressed upon them in self-defence
The Transalpine Gaul of Caesar was the country included between the Rhine, the ocean, the Pyrenees, the Mediterranean, and the Alps Within these limits, including Switzerland, there was at this time a population yaguely estimated at six or seven millions The Roman Province stretched along the coast to the Spanish bolder , it was bounded on the north by the Cevennes Mountains, and for some generations by the Ise"re, but it had been found necessary latelyJ to annex the temtory of the Allobiogea (Dauphin^ and Savoy), and the proconsular authonty was now ex-
l Perhaps in consequence of the Catiline conspiracy